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RENEWED HOPE FOR THE POWER SECTOR 
(A REVIEW OF THE POWER SECTOR UNDER PRESIDENT GOODLUCK JONATHAN) 

 

BACKGROUND 

Nigeria as a nation has one of the most embarrassing per capita consumption of electricity. 

Since Power Generation commenced in Lagos in 1896 by the Public Works Department, the 

country has failed to boost the production capacity to the required consumption rate.  With a 

population of about 150 million, Nigeria currently generates about 3600MW (This has recently 

increased to 3,800MW under President Jonathan) despite having an installed capacity of about 

6000MW. A comparative look at this with other countries such as Ghana (2,111MW for a 

population of 23 million), South Africa (44,074.4MW for a population of 49 million), Brazil 

(100,000MW for a population of 210 million) and USA (1,010,172MW for a population of 310 

million) reveals this conspicuous disparity.  See Table 1.0 for comparative review and fig 1.0 for 

per capita consumption of Nigeria compared to other countries. 

COUNTRY PUPULATION (Millions) CAPACITY (MW) PER CAPITA CONSUMPTION (Watts) 

Brazil  201  100,000 535.80 

Ghana  23  2,111 88.60 

Nigeria  150  3,600 22.80 

USA 310   1,010,172 3,252.60 

Table 1.0 Comparative Review (Data Source: http://nigeriapowerreform.org/index.php/power-supply)  
 

  

Fig 1.0: Comparative Review of Per Capita Consumption 
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The Power Sector in Nigeria has been plagued with mismanagement, gross neglect and low 

investment especially pre-1999 era when the nation suffered from series of military inspired 

bad governance.  Lack of investment, Poor Maintenance culture and obsolete equipment has 

ensured our abysmal production capacity especially in the face of exponential growth in 

population.  The lack of competition in the sector as a result of the statutory mandate given to 

the then monopolistic NEPA as the only body with the right to generate and distribute 

electricity commercially ensured we were stuck with the rot and incompetence for decades. 

However, this has since changed with the passage of the Electric Power Sector Reform Act in 

2005 that allowed private investment and operation in the power sector. 

The advent of democracy in 1999 brought a renewed vigour in the power sector in terms of 

investment overhead. Several billions have been pumped into the sector. Regrettably, the 

output has not been directly proportional to the level of investment. This was largely due to 

corruption, lack of proper planning and prioritization. However, several positive steps were 

taken that kick-started the reform process. Some of the major milestones include: The 

inauguration of the Electric Power Implementation Committee (EPIC) in 2000; The approval of 

the National Electric Power Policy document in 2001; The unbundling of NEPA to generation, 

transmission and distribution in 2004; The enactment of the Electric Power Sector Reform Act 

in 2005; The transformation of NEPA to PHCN in 2005; The inauguration of NERC in 2005 as the 

sector regulator; The approval of Market Rules in 2008 to guide the operations in the industry, 

etc. 

 

THE JONATHAN ADMINISTRATION: A RENEWED HOPE FOR THE POWER SECTOR 

Following his assumption of office as the President and Commander in Chief, President 

Jonathan made no mistake in emphasizing the need to revamp the sector to ensure a thriving 

economy. The President quickly set up two committees namely: Presidential Action Committee 

on Power (PACP), Chaired by the President himself and the Presidential Task Force on Power 

(PTFP), Chaired by the highly respected Prof Barth Nnaji.  

According to the President, while the PACP was saddled with the responsibility of "eliminating 

red tape and the often over-bureaucratic and inefficient nature of decision making in 

government", the PTFP is "the engine room that drives the vision of the PACP". The PTFP was 

mandated to develop the Roadmap and ensure effective monitoring since this has been one of 

the reasons why the huge sums spent thus far has not been reflected the output. 
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The power sector in Nigeria requires an investment of about 3.5 billion USD per annum for the 

next 10 years in order to meet the Vision 20:2020 target of 40,000MW. Obviously, government 

alone cannot fund this alone therefore the road map is expected to address the various 

obstacles that inhibit private sector participation amongst others. 

With the submission of the Roadmap for the Power Sector Reform by the PTFP in August 2010, 

the Jonathan led administration has made a bold step in revamping the ailing power sector. 

This has been followed by solid collaborations with other stakeholders (such as the Rivers State 

Government where significant advancement has been made in Power Generation) and direct 

tangible investments by the federal government that have since been commissioned or at 

advanced stage of implementation.  

Some of the Projects Commissioned by Mr. President thus far are: the 330/132/33 VA 

Kumbotso transmission substation that will improve power in  Kano, Jigawa, Katsina, Yobe 

States, and other parts of Northern Nigeria; 150 MVA 330/132 KV Power Transformer in 

Kaduna; 2X30 40MVA, 132/33 KV transmission substation commissioned at Talata Mafara in 

Zamfara State; 2 x 60MVA, 132/33KV transmission substation, Kubwa, Abuja; reinforcement of 

the 132/33KV transmission substation, Apo, Abuja; rehabilitation of various existing Power 

Plants, etc. Also, the administration has encouraged other stakeholders with Generation 

capacity such as the Rivers State Government where Mr. President commissioned the 100MW 

Gas Turbine in Port Harcourt. 

The results of this administration’s efforts in the power sector have been evidently manifest. 

Citizens across the country have been attesting to the increased power supply. Only last month, 

the total capacity was increased to 3,800MW from the paltry 3,500MW that the administration 

inherited (See fig 2.0 for historical and projected power generation capacity). This was achieved 

following the successful addition of 188MW to the national grid from the Olorunsogo 

Independent Power Plant in Osun State. The power stations currently being test-run are Alaoji, 

Sapele and Olorunsogo, which is adding 188 megawatts to the national grid. The transmission 

station in Kwara State has also started wheeling out power. The Power Generation capacity has 

already increased to 4,000MW, the first time the nation is attaining this capacity in the last ten 

years. 

Indeed, there have been visible strides recorded in the sector. Facts don’t lie and the facts are 

there for all to see that there is a tremendous improvement in the Power Sector under 

President Jonathan. The roadmap has been followed with strict and visible implementation that 

if sustained could get the nation of darkness. 
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Fig 2.0 – Power Generation Capacity 

With the visible and sustained success recorded in the Power Sector by the Jonathan 

administration, we have no doubt that if given the opportunity for a fresh term, President 

Jonathan will “light up Nigeria” and put an end to the perpetual darkness we have experienced 

as a nation. Already, small businesses are coming on-stream with the improved power situation 

and it will only get better under President Jonathan. To think that this has been achieved in only 

about 9 months, then one can begin to imagine the transformation that will take place in 4 

years time. President Jonathan has provided a solid leadership for this progress to be made and 

therefore needs to be encouraged so the nation can get over this power crisis once and for all. 

 

SAI JONATHAN – LIGHT UP NIGERIA! 

 

George Kerley      Mohammed Danjuma 

National/International Coordinator   Leader, Northern Zone 
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